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Dejiny V4
The History
of the V4

Vysehradska skupina (V4) je regionalna forma
spoluprace styroch stredoeuropskych krajin

— Ceska, Slovenska, Polska a Madarska, ktoré spaja
nielen susedstvo a podobné geopolitické podmien-
ky, ale predovsetkym spolocna historia, siitcasné
trendy avyzvy.

Vznik Vysehradskej skupiny sa datuje na 15.
februara 1991, ked prezidenti Polska (Lech Watesa)
a Cesko-Slovenska (Vaclav Havel) a predseda vlady
Madarska (J6zsef Antall) podpisali v madarskom
meste Vysehrad deklaraciu, definujiicu ciele a pod-
mienky spoluprace. Po rozpade Ceskoslovenska
(1.januara 1993) sa élenmi skupiny stali Ceska re-
publika a Slovenska republika. Cielom VysSehrad-
skej skupiny bola spolupraca pocas politickej
transformacie, vzajomna podpora pri budovani
demokratickych instittiicii a slobodného trhového
hospodarstva avdlhodobom horizonte eurépska
integracia.

Posledné dve desatrocia zivej spoluprace medzi
socialnymi, kultiirnymi a vedeckymi organizacia-
mi boli mozné predovsetkym vdaka Medzinarod-
nému vysehradskému fondu (IVF), zalozenému
vroku 2000. Fond disponuje financnymi prostried-
kami, a clenské staty do neho prispievaji rovnako,
a tym podporuju realizaciu projektov v stilade s pri-
oritami sitcasného predsednictva. Len vroku 2020
bolo vdaka podpore s hodnotou 4 817 031 EUR Zzrea-
lizovanych 227 projektov. Celkova financna podpo-
ra navsetky iniciativy (projekty, pobyty, Stipendid)
je priemerne 8 milionov EUR rocne.

The Visegrad Group (V4) is a regional form of coopera-
tion between four Central European countries
— the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland and Hungary
—which are linked not only by their proximity and simi-
lar geopolitical circumstances, but most importantly by
their shared history and current trends and challenges.

The Visegrad Group was founded on 15 February
1991, when the presidents of Poland (Lech Watesa) and
Czechoslovakia (Vaclav Havel) and the prime minis-
ter of Hungary (Jozsef Antall) signed a declaration in
the Hungarian town of Visegrad setting out the ob-
jectives and conditions for cooperation. Following the
dissolution of Czechoslovakia (1 January1993), the
Czech Republic and Slovakia became members of the
Group. The aim of the Visegrad Group was cooperation
during the political transition, mutual support in build-
ing democratic institutions and a free market economy,
and — in the long term — European integration.

The last two decades of lively cooperation between
social, cultural or academic organisations were made
possible primarily thanks to the International Viseg-
rad Fund (IVF), established in 2000. The Fund holds
funds provided by the Member States to support the
implementation of projects consistent with the priori-
ties of the current Presidency. In 2020 alone, 227 proj-
ects were carried out with a budget of EUR 4,817,031.
The total financial support for all initiatives (projects,
residencies, scholarships) amounts to an average of
eight million euro per year.

»Visehrad st ludia”
vystava organizovana pri prilezitosti 30. vyrocia
spoluprace v ramci Vysehradskej skupiny.

/ “Visegrad is People”

Exhibition on the occasion of the 30th
anniversary of the Visegrad Group cooperation.




Co by ste
malivediet?
Important
Facts

Vo Vysehradskej skupine plati princip rotujiiceho
predsednictva, podla ktorého kazdy z ¢clenskych
statov prebera predsednictvo najeden rok.

V juli 2021 Madarsko prevezme predsednictvo
od Polska. V ramci V4 sa konajt aj pravidelné za-
sadnutia predsedov vlad (kazdych Sest mesiacov)
a prezidentov (raz za rok).

Kazdé predsednictvo stanovuje prioritné
oblasti podpory. V roku 2021 st to: ,Spolocnost,
ekonomika a inovacie*, , Zivotné prostredie, ener-
getika a doprava®, ,Vniitorna a vonkajsia bezpec-
nost“ a ,Medzinarodna spolupraca a solidarita”.

V roku 2011 Vysehradska skupina zahajila
projekt Vysehradska skupina pre Vychodné part-
nerstvo (V4EaP), iniciativu na podporu Krajin
Vychodného partnerstva: Arménska, Azerbajdza-
nu, Bieloruska, Gruzinska, Moldavska a Ukrajiny.
Len vroku 2020 financné prostriedky vo vyske
priblizne 1 milion EUR ziskalo 37 projektov, kto-
rych povod bol mimo V4.

The Visegrad Group is based on a rotating presiden-
cy principle, whereby each member country takes
the presidency in turn for one year. Hungary will
take over the presidency from Poland in July 2021.
The V4 also holds regular meetings of prime minis-
ters (every six months) and presidents (once a year).

Each Presidency sets out priority support areas.
In 2021 these are: “Society, economy and innova-
tion”, “Environment, energy and transport”, “Inter-
nal and external security” and “International cooper-
ation and solidarity”.

In 2011, the Visegrad Group launched the Viseg-
rad Eastern Partnership (V4EaP), an initiative to
support the Eastern Partnership countries: Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine.
In 2020 alone, 37 projects originating from outside

the V4 received funding of around one million euro.
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Spolupraca
st ludia
Cooperation

Means People

Myslienka vysehradskej spoluprace je predmetom
politickych a medialnych diskusii uz roky, pricom
ma prakticky rozmer - je Ziva vdaka mnohym
zakladnym iniciativam realizovanym zdruzenia-
mi, nadaciami, kultrnymi institiiciami, univer-
zitami, miestnymi vladnymi jednotkami a akti-
vistami. Neslabnici zaujem zG¢astiiovat sa na
programoch zameranych na vzajomné spoznava-
nie a vimenu skiisenosti medzi krajinami V4

uz roky potvrdzuje legitimnost a icinnost opatre-
ni prijatych Skupinou. Vyznamnu tlohu pri
podpore tychto aktivit zohrava Medzinarodny
vysehradsky fond a rastiica skupina ,absolventov”
vysehradskych vzdelavacich a kultiirnych projek-
tov.

The idea of Visegrad cooperation has for years been
the subject of political and media debates, but at the
same time it has a practical dimension. It is still
viable thanks to many grassroots initiatives imple-
mented by associations, foundations, cultural
institutions, universities, local government units
and activists. The unflagging interest in the partici-
pation in programmes aimed at V4 countries getting
to know one another and exchanging experiences
has for years confirmed the validity and effective-
ness of the Group's activities. The International
Visegrad Fund and the growing number of ‘alumni’
of Visegrad ‘s educational and cultural projects play
a significant role in sustaining these activities.
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Stojiza to
spoznavat
Worth
Exploring

Vynikajicim prikladom projektu s dlhorocnou his-
toriou a stovkami absolventov je Letna vySehrad-
ska Skola (LVS) organizovana ZdruZzenim Villa
Deciusa (Krakov) v spolupraci s Knihovnou Vac-
lava Havla z Prahy, Bratislavskym insStitiitom pre
politickti analyzu z Bratislavy, Cracovia Expressz
Alapitvany z Budapesti a Acoriaiisi AreHIin
PerioHanbHOro Po3BUTKY YKpalHH z Kyjeva.

LVS je projekt, ktory uz 19 rokov formuje a vzde-
lava generacie mladych obcanov Vysehradskej sku-
piny a susednych krajin. A hoci bolo mozné pozoro-
vat zmenu priorit VySehradskej skupiny, socialnych
a politickych trendov a profilu ticastnikov — projekt
nadalej vzbudzuje zaujem a Zivé reakcie prijemcov.
Za tie roky sa ho zGicastnilo viac ako 800 ticastni-
kov, ktori pod vedenim odbornikov skiumali svoje
znalosti z politickych a socialnych vied, kulttry,
meédii a novych technologii. Najdolezitejsie vsak je,
ze mohli konfrontovat r6zne nazory a spolocne hla-
dat nové rieSenia sticasnych vyziev.

An excellent example of a project with a long history
and hundreds of graduates is the Visegrad Summer
School (VSS) organised by the Villa Decius Associa-
tion (Krakow) in cooperation with Knihovna Vaclav
Havel from Prague, Bratislavsky institat pre poli-
ticktanalyzu from Bratislava, Cracovia Expressz
Alapitvany from Budapest and Acoi1riamist ATeHIIiN
PerioHanbHOro Po3BUTKY YKpalHMy (Association
Of Regional Development Agencies of Ukraine) from
Kiev.

The VSS is a project that has for 19 years been
shaping and educating generations of young citizens
of the Visegrad Group and neighbouring countries.
Although we could observe a change in the Visegrad
Group's priorities, social and political trends and the
profile of the participants, the project continues to
arouse interest and vivid reactions on the part of its
recipients. Over the years, it has attracted more than
800 participants who have studied political and so-
cial sciences, culture, media and new technologies
under the guidance of experts. Most importantly,
Alumni of the VSS were able to confront different
opinions and seek new solutions to contemporary
challenges together.
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Kultiira
a dedicstvo
Culture and
Heritage

Historické centrum Krakova bolo zapisané do
Zoznamu svetového dedicstva UNESCO uz vroku
1978 a bohata kultiirna ponuka je uz roky charakte-
ristickym znakom Mesta. Jej dolezitym prvkom je
vysehradska spolupraca a projekty trvalo zapisané
do kalendara podujati.

Od roku 2007 je na zaklade rozhodnutia minis-
trov kultiiry krajin Vysehradskej stvorky Medzina-
rodné kultiirne centrum v Krakove zodpovedné
za spolupracu krajin V4 v oblasti kultiirneho
dedicstva. Doteraz sa uskutocnilo pat rocnikov
Fora dedicstva strednej Europy — konferencie,
pocas ktorej vedci a odbornici z celého sveta disku-
tujito problémoch kultarneho dedicstva nasho re-
gionu. Pocas tychto stretnuti sa okrem iného
diskutovalo o mnohostrannych vztahoch medzi
dedicstvom a zivotnym prostredim, s prihliadnu-
tim na vSetky socialno-kultiirne, politické a ekono-
mické aspekty, o vyzname dedicstva v regione,
ulohe miest V4 a pribehoch okolo nich, ako aj
o transformacii a globalizacnych procesoch prebie-
hajicich v Skupine.

The historic city centre of Krakow was included in
the UNESCO World Heritage Listin 1978, and its
rich cultural offer has been the city’s hallmark for
years. Its important elementis the Visegrad cooper-
ation and projects permanently inscribed in the cal-
endar of events.

Since 2007, by the decision of the Ministers of
Culture of the Visegrad Group countries, the Inter-
national Cultural Centre in Krakow has been respon-
sible for the cooperation of the V4 countries in the
field of cultural heritage. So far, five editions of the
Central European Heritage Forum have been held.
During this conferences researchers and experts
from all over the world discuss issues of the cultural
heritage of our region. So far discussed, among oth-
ers, the multidimensional relationship between her-
itage and the environment, taking all socio-cultural,
political and economic aspects, the importance of
heritage in the region, the role of V4 cities and
the narratives around them, and the transforma-
tions and globalisation processes taking place
in the Group into account.
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Animatori
kultiary
Organisers
of Cultural
Events

Za zmienku stoji aj V4 Heritage Academy, ktorit od
roku 2009 reailzuje Medzinarodné centrum kulti-
ry, program venovany zamestnancom kultiirnych
institicii, restauratorskym sluzbam a studentom
zo strednej Europy, realizovany pod zastitou Pra-
covnej skupiny Odbornikov pre kultiirne dedicstvo
Krajin V4. Cielom programu je vimena skiisenosti
a osvedcenych postupov pri sprave a ochrane lokalit
zapisanych do Zoznamu svetového kultiirneho

a prirodného dedicstva UNESCO.

Dalsim prikladom kreativneho pristupu k spra-
ve dedicstva je Vysehradska akadémia kultiir-
neho manazmentu (VACuM), ktorti prevadzkuje
Zdruzenie Villa Deciusa, jednorocny vzdelavaci
program pre mladych odbornikov v oblasti kulttry
vo Vysehradskej skupine a krajinach Vychodného
partnerstva. Hlavnymi cielmi st tu: rozvoj zruc-
nostia kompetencii v oblasti politiky a riadenia kul-
tary, posilnovanie demokratickych zmien a rozvoj
komunity, ako aj podpora integracie a spoluprace
medzi krajinami Vychodného partnerstva a kraji-
nami Europskej tinie.

The V4 Heritage Academy implemented by the
International Cultural Centre since 2009, a pro-
gramme dedicated to the staff of cultural institu-
tions, conservation services and students from
Central Europe, carried out under the auspices of
the Working Group of Experts on Cultural Heritage
of V4 Countries, is also worth mentioning. The aim
of the programme is to share experiences and good
practices in the management and protection of
UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

Another example of a creative approach to her-
itage management is the Visegrad Academy of
Cultural Management (VACuM) run by the Villa
Decius Association, an annual training programme
for young professionals working in the field of cul-
ture in the Visegrad Group and Eastern Partnership
countries. The main objectives are to develop skills
and competencies in the field of politics and cultural
management, to strengthen democrartic transitions
and community development, and to foster integra-
tion and cooperation between the Eastern Partner-
ship countries and the countries of the European
Union.
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Vysehradska
skupina?
Reshaping
Visegrad
Group

Vysehradska skupina si stanovila za ciel vytvorit
prostredie podporujiice kreativitu, hladat nové or-
ganizacné modely a urcovat trendy v podnikani.
Je to velmi savy trh, vyplneny neustale obohacu-
jucimi sa spotrebitelmi, kde najdete dobre vzdela-
nych zamestnancov. Pozornost priputava aj dyna-
micky sa rozvijajici sektor start-upov.

Celkovo Vysehradskit skupinu obyva priblizne
64 milionov Iudi. Na tomto izemi p6sobi 1097
start-upov. Lidrom v tejto oblasti je Polsko s 531
start-upmi, ¢o nie je prekvapujiice vzhladom na to,
Ze celkovy pocet obyvatelov krajiny je vac¢si ako
celkovy pocet obyvatelov ostatnych krajin V4.

Za Polskom nasleduje Madarsko (347 start-upov),
Ceska republika (171 start-upov) a Slovensko (48
start-upov). Najslavnejsie a najrychlejsie rastiice
podniky stivodvetvi IT a novych technologii.

Jednou z najrozvinutejsich oblasti s najvacsim
poctom start-upov je Dragon Valley, nachadzajtca
sa v blizkosti Krakova, ktora sa medzi investormi
tesi stale rastiicim zaujmom.

The Visegrad Group has set itself the goal of creating
an environment conducive to creativity, searching
for new organisational models and setting trends
in business. It is a very receptive market, filled with
consumers that are becoming wealthier and wealth-
ier, in which well-educated employees can be found.
The rapidly growing start-up sector is also attracting
atrtention.

The total population of the Visegrad Group is ap-
proximately 64 million. There are 1,097 start-ups
in the area. The leader is Poland with 531 start-ups,
which is not surprising given that the total popula-
tion of the country is larger than the total popula-
tion of the other V4 countries. Poland was followed
by Hungary with 347 start-ups, the Czech Republic
with 171 start-ups and Slovakia with 48 start-ups.
The most well-known and fastest-growing business-
es are those in the IT and new technology sectors.

One of the best-developed areas with the highest
number of start-ups is the Dragon Valley, located in
the vicinity of Krakow, which is enjoying growing
popularity among investors.
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Dragon Valley
The Dragon
Valley

Spojenim tradicie a modernosti je realizovany
v Krakove program Write the Game - Vysehradska
akadémia scenarov pocitacovych hier, ktory meni
dlhorocné skiisenosti a kontakty vliterarnom svete
na iniciativu, ktora vychovava autorov-specialistov
spolupracujiicich s priemyslom pocitacovych hier.
Interdisciplinarny projekt zahrna realizaciu Aka-
démie urcentt mladym tvorcom, ktori sa pod vede-
nim mentorov z najvacsich hernych stadii ucia vy-
tvarat scenare a ziskavat potrebné kompetencie.
Prikladom aktivity stimulujticej inovativnost
v makroregione je aj Vysehradsky patentovy in-
stitat (VPI) zalozeny v roku 2016, ktory pracuje
pre patentovia spolupracu. Hlavnym cielom VPI je
umoznit pouzivatelom patentového systému zo
strednej a vychodnej Europy, najma vynalezcom,
malym a strednym podnikom, ako aj univerzitam
a vyskumnym jednotkam, ziskat patentovii ochra-
nu priaznivym a i€¢innym sposobom v zahranici,
¢im sa im ulahci pristup do systému PCT (zmluva
o patentovej spolupraci).

The Write the Game — Visegrad Computer Game
Scriptwriting Academy is a combination of tradition
and modernity. It transforms the capital - meaning
the many years of experience and contacts in the
literary world - into an initiative that educates
specialist authors cooperating with the computer
game industry. The interdisciplinary project
includes the implementation of an Academy aimed
at young creators who, under the guidance of men-
tors from the largest game studios, learn to create
scripts and acquire the necessary competencies for
this endeavour.

An example of an activity stimulating innovation
in the macro-region is also The Visegrad Patent
Institute (VPI), established in 2016, working
towards patent cooperation. The main objective of
the VPI is to enable users of the patent system from
Central and Eastern Europe, in particular inventors,
small and medium-sized enterprises, universities
and research entities, to obtain patent protection
abroad in an advantageous and efficient way, thus
facilitating their access to the PCT system (interna-
tional patent procedure).
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Pohostinnost
a kreativita
- pobyty
Literary Centre
of Europe

O myslienke strednej Europy v literarnych kru-
hoch sa zivo diskutovalo v 90. rokoch, ale aj dnes

je zdrojom inspiracie a vychodiskom pre budiicu
generaciu spisovatelov a prekladatelov. Literarna
vymena medzijazykmi strednej Europy prebieha
na mnohych tirovniach. Zaujimavymi prikladmi st
portalvisegradliterature.net s virtualnou zbierkou
viac ako 1000 textov od 200 vysehradskych auto-
rov, prelozenych do 5 jazykov a Literarna antologia
vysehradskych krajin (Literary Anthology of Vise-
grad 4 Countries), ktortivroku 2007 vydal Kultiir-
Pont Iroda.

Dolezitt tlohu pri podpore literarnej tvorivej
cinnosti zohravajii pobytové programy vratane
Vysehradskych literarnych stipendii pre spisovate-
lov, basnikov, esejistov, kritikov, prekladatelov, no-
vinarov a publicistov z krajin V4. Poslanim progra-
mu je podporovat a stimulovat mobilitu autorov
literatlry, rozvoj vysehradskej literarnej komunity,
medzinarodna propagacia literatary krajin V4, ako
aj posilnenie znacky V4 na europskom fore. Kazdy
rocnik programu pontka 32 tvorcom financnit pod-
poru, ako aj pobyt a propagaciu tvorby vjednom zo
styroch partnerskych miest.

The idea of Central Europe in literary circles was
vigorously discussed in the 1990s, but even today
itis a source of inspiration and a point of reference
for the next generation of writers and translators.
A literary exchange between the languages of Cen-
tral Europe takes place in many fields. Interesting
examples is the portalvisegradliterature.net with

a virtual collection of more than 1,000 texts by 200
Visegrad authors translated into five languages and
the Literary Anthology of the Visegrad 4 Countries
published by KulttirPont Iroda in 2007.

An important role in supporting literary creative
work is played by residency programmes, including
the Visegrad Literary Residency for writers, poets,
essayists, critics, translators, journalists and publi-
cists from the V4 countries. The mission of the pro-
gramme is to support and stimulate the mobility of
literary creators, the development of the Visegrad
literary community, international promotion of V4
literature, as well as strengthening the V4 brand on
the European forum. Each edition of the programme
offers 32 artists financial support, a residency and
the promotion of their work in one of the four partner
cities.
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Tvorivy
priestor V4
Creatlve
Space

of the V4

So Stipendijnou podporou mozu tiez pocitat talen-
tovani umelci vytvarného a hudobného umenia,
vratane dizajnérov, hudobnikov, filmovych tvorcov
a umelcov novych médii.

Novinkou st pobyty pre vykonnych umelcov,
podporujiice umelecké projekty v oblasti moder-
ného tanca, alternativneho divadla a performance.
Dalsim typom pobytu sit pobyty pre umelcov vizu-
alneho umenia v New Yorku, ktoré realizujia Medzi-
narodny vysehradsky fond, Futura (Praha)

a Triangle Arts Association (New YorKk).

Scholarship supportis also available for talented vi-
sual and musical artists, including designers, musi-
cians, filmmakers and new media artists.

A new feature are residencies for performing art-
ists, supporting artistic projects in the area of con-
temporary dance, alternative theatre and perfor-
mance. Residencies for visual artists are also carried
out in New York by the International Visegrad Fund,
Futura (Prague) and the Triangle Arts Association
(New York).
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Studujte
Vysehrad
Study with
Visegrad

V styroch krajinach Vvsehradskej skupiny studu-
je viac ako 2 miliény ludi (idaje podla Eurostatu
v roku 2019) a univerzity krajin V4 spolupracujit
nielen na vedeckych projektoch, ale pontikajt aj
studijné programy suvisiace s ,vysehradskymi*
témami. Musime tu spoment napriklad oceneny
IVF magistersky studijny program, vedeny v an-
glictine: ,Europe from Visegrad Perspective”,
realizovany v partnerstve Jagelonskou univerzi-
tou, ceskou Masarykovou univerzitou, madarskou
Univerzitou v Pécsi, slovenskou Univerzitou
Mateja Bela v Banskej Bystrici.

Moznost Studovat v Styroch krajinach (kazdy
semester prebieha vinej krajine V4) pod dohladom
najlepsich prednasatelov - to je jedinecna ponuka
a prilezitost pre ludi, ktori sa zaujimaji o medzi-
narodné vztahy a vysehradsku spolupracu.

There are more than two million students in the
four Visegrad countries (data according to Eurostat
in 2019), and the universities of the V4 countries co-
operate not only within academic projects but also
by offering study programmes related to ‘Visegrad
themes. This includes the IVF's award-winning
English-language Master's degree programme en-
titled “The Future of the European Union: Europe
from Visegrad Perspective”, carried out in partner-
ship by the Jagiellonian University, the Czech Ma-
saryk University, the Hungarian University of Pécs
and the Slovak Matej Bel University in Banska
Bystrica.

The opportunity to study in four countries (each
semester is spent in a different V4 country) under
the guidance of the best lecturers — a unique propo-
sal and an opportunity for those interested in inter-
national relations and Visegrad cooperation.
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Sancana
FOZVO]
Opportunity
for Develop-
ment

Zaujimavym doplnkom akéhokolvek druhu vy-
sokoskolského vzdelavania je icast na akade-
mickej vymene. Takéto prileZitosti poniika vy-
sehradsky stipendijny program, v ramci ktorého
sa udeluju vedecké a vyskumné sStipendia na je-
den alebo dva semestre. Medzi spustené progra-
my patria: Intra-Visegrad Scholarships (urceny
pre studentov z krajin Vysehradskej skupiny,
ktori planuji studovat v susednej krajine patria-
cej do Skupiny) a Out-Going Scholarships, adre-
sované studentom z krajin V4 smerujacich do:
Albanska, Arménska, Azerbajdzanu, Bielorus-
ka, Bosny a Hercegoviny, Ciernej Hory, Gruzin-
ska, Kosova, Macedonska, Moldavska, Ruska,
Srbska a Ukrajiny.

DalSou formou podpory vyskumnych pracov-
nikov st granty udelované na vyskum v histo-
rickych archivoch EU. Je to spoloéna iniciativa
Medzinarodného vysehradského fondu a Eu-
ropskeho univerzitného institiitu vo Florencii
pre doktorandov zo strednej a vychodnej Eur6-
py, ktori majit zaujem o europsku integraciu.

An interesting addition to any type of higher
education is participation in academic exchang-
es. Such opportunities are offered by the Viseg-
rad Scholarship Programme, which awards

one- or two-semester study and research schol-
arships. The programmes include: Intra-Viseg-
rad Scholarships (intended for students from the
Visegrad Group countries planning to study in

a neighbouring Group country) and Out-Going
Scholarships, addressed to students from the V4
countries going to: Albania, Armenia, Azerbai-
jan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montene-
gro, Georgia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Moldova, Rus-
sia, Serbia or Ukraine.

Another form of support for researchers are
grants awarded for research work in EU histo-
rical archives. This is a joint initiative of the
International Visegrad Fund and the European
University Institute in Florence for doctoral
students from Central and Eastern Europe inter-
ested in European integration.
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Blizsie
susedstvo
Closer

Neighbours

Polsko, Madarsko, Cesko a Slovensko majit spo-
lu9623,2 km hranic, z toho kazda z tychto krajin
hranici s dalSou najmenej 197 km (toto je najkrat-
Sia spolo¢na hranica - medzi Ceskom a Sloven-
skom). Celkovo maji spolocné hranice krajin V4
az 1906 km!

Ide o dolezit(iinformaciu z hladiska cezhra-
nicnej spoluprace, zameranej na vymenu a rozvoj
miestnych komunit. Cezhranic¢na spolupracaje
jednou z priorit Vysehradskej skupiny - Vysehrad-
sky fond podporuje projekty realizované do 40 km
od hranic spajajacich najmenej dve krajiny V4.

Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia
have a total of 9,623.2 km of borders, of which each
country borders the other by atleast 197 km (this is
the length of the shortest stretch of shared border —
between the Czech Republic and Slovakia). In total,
the common borders of the V4 countries are as long
as 1906 km!

This is important information from the perspec-
tive of cross-border cooperation aimed at exchange
and development of local communities. Cross-border
cooperation is one of the priorities of the Visegrad
Group — the Visegrad Fund supports projects imple-
mented within 40 km of borders connecting at least
two V4 countries.
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Dalsie
susedstvo
More
Distant

Neighbours

Zaujimavym projektom spoluprace — rovnako ce-
zhranicnej ako aj presahujicej priestor V4 — je spo-
locné skolenie a vymena osvedcenych postupov
v oblasti horskej zachrany a lavinovej reakcie.
Horskizachranari z Ceska, Polska, Slovenska
a Ukrajiny sa spolu s miestnymi dobrovolnikmi
stretli v ukrajinskych Karpatoch, aby si rozsirili
znalosti o bezpecnom pohybe v horach, poskyto-
vani prvej pomoci a preprave obeti lavin. K podob-
nej vymene skitsenosti doslo aj medzi horskymi
zachranarmi V4 a ich albanskymi kolegami.
Medzi podobné iniciativy patria iniciativy za-
merané na krajiny zapadného Balkanu. Vdaka
grantom (Visegrad + Grants), mobilitnym progra-
mom (Stipendia) a pomoci pre Fond zapadného
Balkanu v celkovej hodnote viac ako 3 miliony
EUR, IVF prispieva k demokratizacii a pokroku
v transformacnych procesoch prebiehajiicich v re-
gione, ako aj k rozvoju regionalnej spoluprace
a dobrych susedskych vztahov. Vdaka tymto ini-
ciativam mohla komunita V4 spoznat animacie zo
zapadného Balkanu a profily mladych animatorov.

An interesting cooperation project — both cross-border
and beyond V4 —isjoint training and an exchange

of good practices in mountain rescue and avalanche
response. Mountain rescuers from the Czech
Republic, Poland, Slovakia and Ukraine, together
with local volunteers, met in the Ukrainian Carpath-
ians to improve their knowledge on safe movement
in the mountains, first aid and the transportation of
avalanche victims. A similar exchange of experience
took place between V4 mountain rescuers and their
Albanian counterparts.

Similar initiatives include those aimed at the coun-
tries of the Western Balkans. With grants (Visegrad
+ Grants), mobility programmes (scholarships) and
assistance to the Western Balkans Fund totalling
more than 3 million euro, the IVF contributes to the
advancement of the transformation processes taking
place in the region, as well as to regional cooperation
and good neighbourly relations.
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Priania k 30.
narodeninam
Wishes

on the 30th
Birthday

Vysehradska skupina ma za sebou uz tri desatrocia spoluprace.
Co si mladi lidri Skupiny a susednych krajin Zelaja pri prilezitosti 30. vyrocia
VysSehradskej skupiny?

The Visegrad Group has already enjoyed three decades of cooperation. What do the
young leaders of the Visegrad Group and neighbouring countries hope for the Viseg-
rad Group on its 30th birthday?

V4, ako kazdé partnerstvo, ma problémy, ktoré musi prekonat. Rozne ciele a rozne skiise-
nosti mozu viest k rozchodu. Nasim poslanim — ako obcanov a budiicich lidrov

— je neustale sa so sebou tictivo rozpravat. To st moje priania pre Skupinu: rozpravajme
sa dalej, aby sme v budiicnosti mohli zostat partnermi, nie cudzimi ludmi.

V4 as any partnership has its difficult issues to work through. Different goals and various
experiences may bring disunion. Our mission — as citizens and prospective leaders — is to
keep on talking with respect to each other. This is my wish: let’s keep talking so we can stay
partners not strangers for next years.

— Michaela 21, Slovensko/Slovakia

Prajem krajindm V4 otvorenost voci dalsim spolocnym medzinarodnym iniciativam

a projektom. Aby nam nasledujiicich 30 rokov prineslo noveé prilezitosti.

I hope the V4 countries will be open to further joint international initiatives and projects.
So that the next 30 years will bring us new opportunities.

— Justyna, 25, Polsko/Poland

Zelam si, aby tdto krdsna 700-roénd tradicia spoluprdce bola motorom pokroku v srdci
Europy, a nie Zivnou pédou pre nenavist a vyliicenie.

I wish this beautiful 700-year-old tradition of cooperation to be an engine of progress

in the heart of Europe, not a breeding ground for hatred and exclusion.
— Ben, Madarsko/Hungary

Zhody a rovnosti pre Clenské stdty.
Peace and equality for Member States.
— Krzysztof, 25 Polsko/Poland

V Madarsku sa hovori, Tri to je madarska spravodlivost, ak pridame 1, bude to bis“, a preto
zelam, aby:

- ciele, rozhodnutia a ispechy Vysehradskej skupiny zostali verné myslienkam formulo-
vanymyv case jej vzniku;

- si Vysehradska skupina uZila siicasnost, ktord zaisti bezpecnii budiicnost regionu;

- obyvatelia tychto styroch krajin dokazali vyviniit spolocniu kultiirnu identitu a neustale
posilriovat socialnu sudrznost podporovanii vzdjomnym porozumenim a aby moje prianie
bisu bolo ucinnym, rychlym a poucnym vychodiskom z tejto bezprecedentnej krizy nasej
doby sposobenej virusom COVID-19.

In Hungary, as the saying goes: “Three is the Hungarian justice and plus one is the encore”.
Accordingly,

I'wish that:

- the V4's goals, decisions, and accomplishments can remain loyal to the ideas formulated
at the time of its engendrune;

- the V4 can have such a present, which ensures a secure future for the region;

- the inhabitants of these four countries can develop a common cultural identity,
an ever-closing social cohesion fueled by mutual understanding and the encore wish of mine
1S an effective, fast, and instructive recovery from this unprecedented COVID crisis of our
time.

- Adam, 24, Madarsko/Hungary
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Priania k 30.
narodeninam
Wishes

on the 30th
Birthday

Prajem Vysehradskej skupine dalsich 30 tispesnych rokov prdce za slobodu, solidaritu

a mier. Aby hrdo zastupovali nielen spolocneé geograficke iizemie, ale aj spolocné hodnoty,
historiu a identitu.

I wish Visegrad Group another prosperous 30 years to advocate freedom, solidarity,

and peace in Visegrad countries by proudly carrying and representing not only the

common geopolitical territory within European Union, but also shared values, history,

and identity.
— Mariam, 22, Arménsko/Armenia

oooooo

z roznych socialnych skupin. Rozvoj medzikulturnych kompetencii, budovanie toleran-
cie a vzajomny respekt cez hranice je kliicom k lepsej budiicnosti.

I hope there will be new inspiration for activities that will bring together young people from
dif ferent social groups. Developing intercultural competences, building tolerance and
mutual respect across borders is the key to a better future.

— Nathalie, Ukrajina/Ukraine

Zeldam krdsnym vysehradskym krajindm rychly ndvrat do normdlneho rytmu Zivota po
pandémii COVID-19. Zeldm vam, aby ste nezrddzali skutocné eurdpske hodnoty, boli slo-
bodni, rozmaniti, zachovavali si vysoky stupen demokracie a boli jasnym prikladom pre
krajiny, ktoré sa usilujii o vstup do europskej rodiny.

First of all, I wish the beautiful countries of Visegrad to return to the normal rhythm

of life as soon as possible after the Covid-19 pandemic. I wish you not to betray true
European values, to be free, to be diverse, to maintain a high degree of democracy,

and to set a clear example for the countries that are aspiring to join the European family.
— Davit, 25, Tbilisi, Gruzinsko/Georgia

Dufam, ze predchadzajiice roky existencie a spoluprace v ramci Vysehradskej skupiny pri-
nesui dobré ovocie, posilnia viazby medzi nasimi krajinami na dalSie roky a umoznia nam
prekrocit nielen geografickeé, ale aj mentalne hranice, vdaka ktorym sa nase krajiny k sebe
esteviac priblizia.

I hope that the past years of existence and cooperation within the Visegrad Group will
bear good fruit, will strengthen the ties between our countries for many years to come

and will allow us to cross not only geographical but also mental borders, thus bringing

our countries even closer to one another.
— Svetlana, 30, Rusko/Polsko/Russia/Poland
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