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Historie V4
The History
of the V4

Visegradska ctyrka (V4) je regionalni forma spolu-
prace ¢yt sttedoevropskych zemi — Ceské repub-
liky, Slovenska, Polska a Madarska, které spojuji
nejen spolecné hranice a podobné geopolitické pod-
minky, ale predevsim spolecna historie a aktualni
trendy avyzvy.

Jako datum vzniku Visegradskeé ctyrky se uvadi
15. inora 1991, kdy prezidenti Polska (Lech Watesa)
a Ceskoslovenska (Vaclav Havel) a premiér Madar-
ska (Jozsef Antall) podepsali v madarském meésté
Visegrad deklaraci, ktera urcovala cile a podminky
spoluprace. V diisledku rozpadu Ceskoslovenska
(1. ledna 1993) se ¢leny skupiny staly Ceska repub-
lika a Slovensko. Cilem Visegradskeé ctyrky byla
spoluprace béhem obdobi politické transformace,
vzajemna podpora pri budovani demokratickych in-
stituci a volné trzni ekonomiky a v dlouhodobéjsim
horizontuievropska integrace.

Posledni dve dekady zivé spoluprace mezi social-
nimi, kulturnimi a védeckymi organizacemi umoz-
nil predevsim Mezinarodnivisegradsky fond (IVF)
zrizeny vroce 2000. Fond disponuje financnimi
prostredky poskytnutymi clenskymi zemémi a
podporuje realizaci projektti v souladu s prioritami
soucasného predsednictvi. Pouze vroce 2020 bylo
diky podpore ve vysi 4 817 031 eur uskutecnéno 227
projektui. Celkova financni podpora vSech iniciativ
(projekty, pobyty, stipendia) Cini prumérné 8 milio-
nu eur rocne.

The Visegrad Group (V4) is a regional form of coopera-
tion between four Central European countries
— the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland and Hungary
—which are linked not only by their proximity and simi-
lar geopolitical circumstances, but mostimportantly by
their shared history and current trends and challenges.

The Visegrad Group was founded on 15 February
1991, when the presidents of Poland (Lech Watesa) and
Czechoslovakia (Vaclav Havel) and the prime minis-
ter of Hungary (Jozsef Antall) signed a declaration in
the Hungarian town of Visegrad setting out the ob-
jectives and conditions for cooperation. Following the
dissolution of Czechoslovakia (1 January 1993), the
Czech Republic and Slovakia became members of the
Group. The aim of the Visegrad Group was cooperation
during the political transition, mutual support in build-
ing democratic institutions and a free market economy,
and — in the long term — European integration.

The last two decades of lively cooperation between
social, cultural or academic organisations were made
possible primarily thanks to the International Viseg-
rad Fund (IVF), established in 2000. The Fund holds
funds provided by the Member States to support the
implementation of projects consistent with the priori-
ties of the current Presidency. In 2020 alone, 227 proj-
ects were carried out with a budget of EUR 4,817,031.
The total financial support for all initiatives (projects,
residencies, scholarships) amounts to an average of
eight million euro per year.
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Co byste
melivedet?
Important
Facts

Ve Visegradské ctyrce plati zasada rotujiciho
predsednictvi, podle které ji kazda z clenskych
zemi postupné predseda po dobu jednoho roku.

V Cervenci 2021 predsednictvi prevezme od
Polska Madarsko. V ramci V4 se konaji také pravi-
delna setkani predsedu vlad (kazdého pul roku)

a prezidentu (jednou rocné).

Kazdé predsednictvi urcuje prioritni oblasti
podpory. V roce 2021 to jsou: ,Spolecnost, ekono-
mika a inovace*, ,Zivotni prostfedi, energetika a
doprava®, ,Vnitrni a vnejsi bezpecnost“ a ,Mezina-
rodni spoluprace a solidarita“.

V roce 2011 Visegradska skupina zahajila Vise-
gradskeé vychodni partnerstvi (V4EaP), iniciativu,
ktera podporuje zemeé Vychodniho partnerstvi:
Arménii, Azerbajdzan, Bélorusko, Gruzii, Moldav-
sko a Ukrajinu. Jen vroce 2020 ziskalo financni
podporu ve vysi priblizné 1 milionu eur 37 projek-
ti mimo V4.

The Visegrad Group is based on a rotating presiden-
cy principle, whereby each member country takes
the presidency in turn for one year. Hungary will
take over the presidency from Poland in July 2021.
The V4 also holds regular meetings of prime minis-
ters (every six months) and presidents (once a year).

Each Presidency sets out priority support areas.
In 2021 these are: “Society, economy and innova-
tion”, “Environment, energy and transport”, “Inter-
nal and external security” and “International cooper-
ation and solidarity”.

In 2011, the Visegrad Group launched the Viseg-
rad Eastern Partnership (V4EaP), an initiative to
support the Eastern Partnership countries: Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine.
In 2020 alone, 37 projects originating from outside

the V4 received funding of around one million euro.
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Spolupraci
tvorilidé
Cooperation
Means People

Myslenka visegradské spoluprace je jiz radu let
predmetem politickych a medialnich diskuzi,
pricemz maiprakticky rozmeér - je ziva diky mno-
ha iniciativam vychazejicim zdola, které jsou rea-
lizovany asociacemi, nadacemi, kulturnimi insti-
tucemi, univerzitami, izemnimi samospravnymi
celky a aktivisty. Neutuchajici zajem o Gicast v pro-
gramech zamérenych na vzajemné poznavani

a vimeénu zkusenosti zemi V4 jiz fradu let potvrzu-
je, Ze opatreni prijata Visegradskou ctyrkou jsou
legitimni a efektivni. Vyznamnou ttlohu pri pod-
pore téchto aktivit ma Mezinarodni visegradsky
fond a rostouci skupina ,,absolventii“ visegrad-
skych vzdélavacich a kulturnich projekti.

The idea of Visegrad cooperation has for years been
the subject of political and media debates, but at the
same time it has a practical dimension. It is still
viable thanks to many grassroots initiatives imple-
mented by associations, foundations, cultural
institutions, universities, local government units
and activists. The unflagging interest in the partici-
pation in programmes aimed at V4 countries getting
to know one another and exchanging experiences
has for years confirmed the validity and effective-
ness of the Group's activities. The International
Visegrad Fund and the growing number of ‘alumni’
of Visegrad ‘s educational and cultural projects play
a significant role in sustaining these activities.
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Vyplati
se poznavat
Worth

Exploring

Skvélym prikladem projektu s dlouhou historii
a stovkami absolventu je Letni visegradska skola
(LVS), kterou porada Asociace Villa Decius
(Krakov) ve spolupraci s Knihovnou Vaclava
Havla z Prahy, Bratislavskym institutem pro po-
litickou analyzu z Bratislavy, Cracovia Expressz
Alapitvany z Budapesti a Acoriaiisi AreHIin
PerioHanpHOro Po3BUTKY YKpaiHu z Kyjeva.

LVS je projekt, kteryjiz 19 let formuje a vzdélava
generace mladych obcanu Visegradskeé ctyrky
a sousednich zemi. PrestozZe doslo ke zmeéneé prio-
rit Visegradskeé ctyrky, spolecenskych a politickych
trendti profilu iicastniku, projekt i nadale vzbuzu-
je zajem a zivé reakce. Béhem mnoha let se do ne¢j
zapojilo vice nez 800 G(icastniku, kteri pod vedenim
odbornikt prohlubovali své znalosti z oblasti po-
litickych a socialnich véd, kultury, médii a novych
konfrontovani s raznymi nazory a spolecné hledat
nova reseni soucasnych vyzev.

An excellent example of a project with a long history
and hundreds of graduates is the Visegrad Summer
School (VSS) organised by the Villa Decius Associa-
tion (Krakow) in cooperation with Knihovna Vaclav
Havel from Prague, Bratislavsky institat pre poli-
ticktanalyzu from Bratislava, Cracovia Expressz
Alapitvany from Budapest and Acoi1riamist ATeHIIiN
PerioHanbHOro Po3BUTKY YKpalHMy (Association
Of Regional Development Agencies of Ukraine) from
Kiev.

The VSS is a project that has for 19 years been
shaping and educating generations of young citizens
of the Visegrad Group and neighbouring countries.
Although we could observe a change in the Visegrad
Group's priorities, social and political trends and the
profile of the participants, the project continues to
arouse interest and vivid reactions on the part of its
recipients. Over the years, it has attracted more than
800 participants who have studied political and so-
cial sciences, culture, media and new technologies
under the guidance of experts. Most importantly,
Alumni of the VSS were able to confront different
opinions and seek new solutions to contemporary
challenges together.
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Kultura
adedictvi
Culture and
Heritage

Historicke centrum Krakova bylo zapsano na
seznamu svétového dédictvi UNESCO jiz vroce
1978 a bohata kulturni nabidka je radu let poznava-
cim znakem mésta. Jeji dulezitou soucasti je
visegradska spoluprace a projekty, které se trvale
objevujiv kalendari akei.

Od roku 2007 na zakladé rozhodnuti ministr
kultury Visegradskeé ctyrky odpovida Mezinarodni
centrum kultury v Krakové za spolupraci zemi V4
v oblasti kulturniho dedictvi. Dosud se uskutecnilo
pét rocniku Fora dédictvi stfredni Evropy — konfe-
rence, béhem které védci a odbornici z celého svéta
diskutuji o problematice kulturniho dédictvi na-
seho regionu. V prubéhu téchto akci se resily mj.
mnohostranné vztahy mezi dédictvim a Zivotnim
prostredim prizohlednénivsech spolecenskych,
kulturnich, politickych a ekonomickych aspektu,
vyznam dédictvivregionu, loha mést V4 a jejich
okoli i globalizacni promény a procesy, ke kterym
ve Visegradske ctyrce dochazi.

The historic city centre of Krakow was included in
the UNESCO World Heritage Listin 1978, and its
rich cultural offer has been the city’s hallmark for
years. Its important element is the Visegrad cooper-
ation and projects permanently inscribed in the cal-
endar of events.

Since 2007, by the decision of the Ministers of
Culture of the Visegrad Group countries, the Inter-
national Cultural Centre in Krakow has been respon-
sible for the cooperation of the V4 countries in the
field of cultural heritage. So far, five editions of the
Central European Heritage Forum have been held.
During this conferences researchers and experts
from all over the world discuss issues of the cultural
heritage of our region. So far discussed, among oth-
ers, the multidimensional relationship between her-
itage and the environment, taking all socio-cultural,
political and economic aspects, the importance of
heritage in the region, the role of V4 cities and
the narratives around them, and the transforma-
tions and globalisation processes taking place
in the Group into account.
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Organizatori
kulturnich akci
Organisers

of Cultural Events

Za zminku stoji také V4 Heritage Academy, kterou
organizuje Mezinarodni centrum kultury od roku
2009. Jedna se o program urceny zameéstnancium
kulturnich instituci, pamatkovych sluzeb a studen-
tum ze stfedni Evropy, jenz je poradan pod zastitou
Pracovni skupiny odbornikt pro kulturni dédictvi
zemi V4. Cilem programu je vymeéna zkusenosti a
osvédcenych postupui pri spravé a ochrané pamatek
zapsanych na seznamu sveétového kulturniho a pri-
rodniho dedictvi UNESCO.

Dalsim prikladem kreativniho pristupu k sprave
kulturniho deédictvi je Visegradska akademie kul-
turniho managementu (VACuM) poradana
asociaci Villa Decius. Jedna se o rocni vzdélavaci
program pro mladé odborniky, kteri se zajimaji
o kulturu v zemich Visegradské ctyrky a statech
Vychodniho partnerstvi. Mezi hlavni cile patri:
rozvoj dovednosti a kompetenci v oblasti politiky
a managementu kultury, posilovani demokratic-
kych zmeén a rozvoje komunit a také podpora inte-
grace a spoluprace mezi zemémi Vychodniho part-
nerstvi a staty Evropskeé unie.

The V4 Heritage Academy implemented by the
International Cultural Centre since 2009, a pro-
gramme dedicated to the staff of cultural institu-
tions, conservation services and students from
Central Europe, carried out under the auspices of
the Working Group of Experts on Cultural Heritage
of V4 Countries, is also worth mentioning. The aim
of the programme is to share experiences and good
practices in the management and protection of
UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

Another example of a creative approach to her-
itage management is the Visegrad Academy of
Cultural Management (VACuM) run by the Villa
Decius Association, an annual training programme
for young professionals working in the field of cul-
ture in the Visegrad Group and Eastern Partnership
countries. The main objectives are to develop skills
and competencies in the field of politics and cultural
management, to strengthen democrartic transitions
and community development, and to foster integra-
tion and cooperation between the Eastern Partner-
ship countries and the countries of the European
Union.
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Visegradska
ctyrka?
Reshapin
Visegrad
Group

Visegradska ctyrka si stanovila za cil vytvorit pro-
stredi, které podporuje kreativitu, hledani novych
organizacnich modelt a urcovani podnikatelskych
trendu. Je to velmi vstricny trh plny neustale bohat-
noucich spotrebitelti, na némz lze najit vzdélané
zameéstnance. Pozornost pritahuje také dynamicky
se rozvijejici oblast startupti.

Ve Visegradske ctyrce zije celkem priblizné 64
milionu lidi. Pusobi zde 1097 startupu. Lidrem
je vtomto ohledu Polsko s 531 startupy, coz nijak
neprekvapuje, kdyz vezmeme v tvahu, zZe celkovy
pocet obyvatel zemé je vétsi neZ souhrnny pocet
obyvatel zbyvajicich zemi V4. Za Polskem se umis-
tilo Madarsko (347 startupti), Ceska republika (171
startuput) a Slovensko (48 startuptt). Nejznamé;jsi
a nejrychleji rostouci firmy jsou v odvetvi IT a no-
vych technologii.

Jednou z nejrozvinutejsich oblasti s nejvyssim
poctem startupu je Dragon Valley, které je umisté-
no u Krakova a jehoz obliba mezi investory roste.

The Visegrad Group has set itself the goal of creating
an environment conducive to creativity, searching
for new organisational models and setting trends
in business. It is a very receptive market, filled with
consumers that are becoming wealthier and wealth-
ier, in which well-educated employees can be found.
The rapidly growing start-up sector is also attracting
attention.

The total population of the Visegrad Group is ap-
proximately 64 million. There are 1,097 start-ups
in the area. The leader is Poland with 531 start-ups,
which is not surprising given that the total popula-
tion of the country is larger than the total popula-
tion of the other V4 countries. Poland was followed
by Hungary with 347 start-ups, the Czech Republic
with 171 start-ups and Slovakia with 48 start-ups.
The most well-known and fastest-growing business-
es are those in the IT and new technology sectors.

One of the best-developed areas with the highest
number of start-ups is the Dragon Valley, located in
the vicinity of Krakow, which is enjoying growing
popularity among investors.
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Dragon Valley
The Dragon
Valley

Spojenim tradice a moderni doby je program Write
the Game - Visegradska akademie scénaru pocita-
covych her probihajici v Krakové a promeénujici hod-
notu, kterou predstavuji mnohaleté zkusenosti

a kontaktyvliterarnim svéte, na iniciativu, jez
vzdeélava autory-specialisty spolupracujici s prumy-
slem pocitacovych her. Interdisciplinarni projekt
zahrnuje realizaci Akademie urcené mladym tvur-
cum, kteri se pod dohledem mentorui z nejvétsich
hernich studii uci vytvaret scénare a ziskavaji ne-
zbytné schopnosti.

Prikladem aktivity, ktera v makroregionu stimu-
luje inovaci, je také Visegradsky patentovy institut
(VIP), jenzvznikl vroce 2016 a zameéruje se na pa-
tentovou spolupraci. Jeho hlavnim cilem je umoz-
nit uzivatelum patentového systému ze stredni a
vychodni Evropy, zejména pak vynalezcum, malym
a strednim podniktim, univerzitam a vyzkumnym
jednotkam, ziskat patentovou ochranuv zahranici
vvhodné a icinnym zpusobem a usnadnit jim tak
pristup k systému PCT (mezinarodnimu patento-
vému rizeni).

The Write the Game — Visegrad Computer Game
Scriptwriting Academy is a combination of tradition
and modernity. It transforms the capital - meaning
the many years of experience and contacts in the
literary world - into an initiative that educates
specialist authors cooperating with the computer
game industry. The interdisciplinary project
includes the implementation of an Academy aimed
at young creators who, under the guidance of men-
tors from the largest game studios, learn to create
scripts and acquire the necessary competencies for
this endeavour.

An example of an activity stimulating innovation
in the macro-region is also The Visegrad Patent
Institute (VPI), established in 2016, working
towards patent cooperation. The main objective of
the VPI is to enable users of the patent system from
Central and Eastern Europe, in particular inventors,
small and medium-sized enterprises, universities
and research entities, to obtain patent protection
abroad in an advantageous and efficient way, thus
facilitating their access to the PCT system (interna-
tional patent procedure).
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Pohostinnost
a tvorba - pobytove
programy

Literary Centre

of Europe

Myslenka stredni Evropy byla v literarnich kruzich
zive diskutovana v 90. letech, avsakidnes je zdro-
jem inspirace a odkazem pro dalsi generaci spisova-
telti a prekladatelu. Literarni vyména mezi jazyky
stredni Evropy probiha v mnoha oblastech. Zajima-
vymi priklady jsou portal visegradliterature.net s
virtualni sbirkou vice neZ 1000 textti 200 visegrad-
skych autoru v prekladu do 5 jazykt a Antologie li-
teratur visegradskych zemi (Literary Anthology of
Visegrad 4 Countries) vvdana KultarPont Irodav
roce 2007.

Dulezitou ttlohu pri podpore literarni tvurci pra-
ce hraji pobytové programy, vCetné Visegradskych
literarnich pobytu pro spisovatele, basniky, esejisty,
kritiky, prekladatele, novinare a publicisty ze zemi
V4. Cilem programu je podporovat a stimulovat mo-
bilitu literarnich tvurcu, rozvoj visegradského lite-
rarniho prostredi, mezinarodni propagace literatu-
rv zemi V4 a také posilovani znacky V4 na evropské
scéné. Kazdy rocnik programu nabizi 32 tviircum
financni podporu, pobyt a podporu tvorby vjednom
ze Ctyr partnerskych meést.

The idea of Central Europe in literary circles was
vigorously discussed in the 1990s, but even today
itis a source of inspiration and a point of reference
for the next generation of writers and translators.
A literary exchange between the languages of Cen-
tral Europe takes place in many fields. Interesting
examples is the portalvisegradliterature.net with

a virtual collection of more than 1,000 texts by 200
Visegrad authors translated into five languages and
the Literary Anthology of the Visegrad 4 Countries
published by KulttirPont Iroda in 2007.

An important role in supporting literary creative
work is played by residency programmes, including
the Visegrad Literary Residency for writers, poets,
essayists, critics, translators, journalists and publi-
cists from the V4 countries. The mission of the pro-
gramme is to support and stimulate the mobility of
literary creators, the development of the Visegrad
literary community, international promotion of V4
literature, as well as strengthening the V4 brand on
the European forum. Each edition of the programme
offers 32 artists financial support, a residency and
the promotion of their work in one of the four partner
cities.
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Prostor pro
tvorbu ve V4
Creative
Space

of the V4

S podporou v podobe stipendia mohou pocitat take
talentovani umélci vytvarného a hudebniho umeéni,
vCetné projektantu, hudebniku, filmovych tvirca
a umeélct novych médii.

Novinkou jsou pobyty pro umelce scénickych
uméni, které podporuji umeélecké projekty v oblasti
soucasného tance, alternativniho divadla a perfor-
mance. Jinym typem rezidencnich pobytui jsou po-
byty pro vytvarné umeélce organizované v New Yor-
ku prostrednictvim Mezinarodniho visegradského
fondu, Futura (Praha) a the Triangle Arts Associa-
tion (New York).

Scholarship supportis also available for talented vi-
sual and musical artists, including designers, musi-
cians, filmmakers and new media artists.

A new feature are residencies for performing art-
ists, supporting artistic projects in the area of con-
temporary dance, alternative theatre and perfor-
mance. Residencies for visual artists are also carried
out in New York by the International Visegrad Fund,
Futura (Prague) and the Triangle Arts Association
(New York).
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Studujte
Visegrad
Study with
Visegrad

Ve ctyrech zemich Visegradské ctyrky studuji vice
nez 2 miliony lidi (hdaje podle Eurostatu z 2019)
a vysoké skoly statu V4 spolupracuji nejen na védec-
kych projektech, ale nabizeji takeé studijni programy
souvisejici s ,visegradskymi“ tématy. Za zminku
stoji magistersky studijni program probihajici v an-
glictineé s nazvem: ,, Europe from Visegrad Perspec-
tive“, ktery byl ocenény IVF a je realizovan ve spolu-
praci Jagellonskeé univerzity s ceskou Masarykovou
univerzitou, madarskou Univerzitou v Pécsi a slo-
venskou Univerzitou Mateja Bela v Banské Bystrici.
Moznost studia ve ¢tyrech statech (kazdy
semestr probiha vjiné zemi V4) pod dohledem nej-
lepsSich kantoru je unikatni nabidkou a prileZitosti
pro ty, kdo se zajimaji o mezinarodnivztahy a vise-
gradskou spolupraci.

There are more than two million students in the
four Visegrad countries (data according to Eurostat
in 2019), and the universities of the V4 countries co-
operate not only within academic projects but also
by offering study programmes related to ‘Visegrad
themes. This includes the IVF's award-winning
English-language Master's degree programme en-
titled “The Future of the European Union: Europe
from Visegrad Perspective”, carried out in partner-
ship by the Jagiellonian University, the Czech Ma-
saryk University, the Hungarian University of Pécs
and the Slovak Matej Bel University in Banska
Bystrica.

The opportunity to study in four countries (each
semester is spent in a different V4 country) under
the guidance of the best lecturers — a unique propo-
sal and an opportunity for those interested in inter-
national relations and Visegrad cooperation.
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PrileZitost
k rozvoji

Opportunity
for Develop-

ment

Zajimavym doplnkem jakéhokoli vvsokoskol-
ského studia je icast na vvmeénnych studijnich
pobytech. Takové prilezitosti nabizivisegrad-
sky stipendijni program, v ramci kterého jsou
udélovanavedecka a vyzkumna stipendia na
jeden nebo dva semestry. Byly spustény tyto
programy: Intra-Visegrad Scholarships (urcené
pro studenty ze zemi Visegradskeé ctyrky, kteri
maji v imyslu studovat v sousedni zemi, jez je
soucasti V4) a Out-Going Scholarships, urcené
studentum ze zemi V4, kteri jedou studovat do:
Albanie, Arménie, Azerbajdzanu, Béloruska,
Bosny a Hercegoviny, Cerné Hory, Gruzie, Koso-
va, Makedonie, Moldavska, Ruska, Srbska nebo
na Ukrajinu.

Dalsi formou podpory vyzkumnych pracov-
niku jsou granty udélované na vyzkumné prace
v historickych archivech EU. Jedna se o spolec-
nou iniciativu Mezinarodniho visegradského
fondu a Evropského univerzitniho institutu ve
Florencii pro doktorandy ze stredni a vychodni
Evropy, kteri se zajimaji o evropskou integraci.

An interesting addition to any type of higher
education is participation in academic exchang-
es. Such opportunities are offered by the Viseg-
rad Scholarship Programme, which awards

one- or two-semester study and research schol-
arships. The programmes include: Intra-Viseg-
rad Scholarships (intended for students from the
Visegrad Group countries planning to study in

a neighbouring Group country) and Out-Going
Scholarships, addressed to students from the V4
countries going to: Albania, Armenia, Azerbai-
jan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montene-
gro, Georgia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Moldova, Rus-
sia, Serbia or Ukraine.

Another form of support for researchers are
grants awarded for research work in EU histo-
rical archives. This is a joint initiative of the
International Visegrad Fund and the European
University Institute in Florence for doctoral
students from Central and Eastern Europe inter-
ested in European integration.
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Blizke

sousedstvi
Closer

Neighbours

Polsko, Madarsko, Ceska republika a Slovensko
maji dohromady 9 623,2 km hranic, pricemz kaz-
da z téchto zemi hranici s jinou po délce minimal-
né 197 km (tolik meéri nejkratsi spolecna hranice

— mezi Ceskou republikou a Slovenskem). Celkové
méri spolecné hranice zemi V4 az 1906 km.

Toje dulezita informace z hlediska preshranicni
spoluprace zameérené na vymeénu a rozvoj mistnich
komunit. Pfeshranicni spoluprace je jednou z prio-
rit Visegradskeé ctyrky — Visegradsky fond podpo-
ruje projekty, které jsou realizovany v pasmudo 40
km od hranic spojujicich alespon dva staty V4.

Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia
have a total of 9,623.2 km of borders, of which each
country borders the other by atleast 197 km (this is
the length of the shortest stretch of shared border —
between the Czech Republic and Slovakia). In total,
the common borders of the V4 countries are as long
as 1906 km!

This is important information from the perspec-
tive of cross-border cooperation aimed at exchange
and development of local communities. Cross-border
cooperation is one of the priorities of the Visegrad
Group — the Visegrad Fund supports projects imple-
mented within 40 km of borders connecting at least
two V4 countries.
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Wowes

Vzdalenejsi
sousedstvi
More
Distant
Neighbours

Zajimavym projektem v ramci spoluprace
— preshranicnii mimo V4 - je spolecny vycvik

a vymeéna osvédcenych postupu v oblasti horské
zachranné a lavinové sluzby. Horsti zachranari

z Ceské republiky, Polska, Slovenska a Ukrajiny
se spolu s mistnimi dobrovolniky sesli v ukrajin-
skych Karpatech, aby si rozsirili své znalosti

o bezpecném pohybu v horach, poskytovani prvni
pomoci a preprave osob postizenych lavinou.

K podobné vymeneé zkusenosti doslo i mezi hor-
skymi zachranari V4 ajejich albanskymi protejsky.

Mezi podobné iniciativy patri takeé ty, které

jsou zameéreny na zeme zapadniho Balkanu. Diky
grantum (Visegrad+ Grants), programuum mobi-
lity (stipendiim) a podpore Fondu zapadniho Bal-
kanu v celkové hodnoté pres 3 miliony eur prispiva
IVF k demokratizaci a pokroku transformacnich
procesuvtomto regionu a takeé k rozvoji regionalni
spoluprace a dobrych sousedskych vztaht. Diky
témto iniciativam se mohla komunita V4 sezna-
mit s animacemi zapadniho Balkanu a profily
mladych animatori.

An interesting cooperation project — both cross-border
and beyond V4 —isjoint training and an exchange

of good practices in mountain rescue and avalanche
response. Mountain rescuers from the Czech
Republic, Poland, Slovakia and Ukraine, together
with local volunteers, met in the Ukrainian Carpath-
ians to improve their knowledge on safe movement
in the mountains, first aid and the transportation of
avalanche victims. A similar exchange of experience
took place between V4 mountain rescuers and their
Albanian counterparts.

Similar initiatives include those aimed at the coun-
tries of the Western Balkans. With grants (Visegrad
+ Grants), mobility programmes (scholarships) and
assistance to the Western Balkans Fund totalling
more than 3 million euro, the IVF contributes to the
advancement of the transformation processes taking
place in the region, as well as to regional cooperation
and good neighbourly relations.
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Prani k 30.
narozeninam
Wishes

on the 30th
Birthday

Visegradska ctyrka ma za sebou jiz tri desetileti spoluprace.
Cojiu prilezitosti jejich kulatych 30. narozenin preji mladilidri z V4 a sousednich
zemi?

The Visegrad Group has already enjoyed three decades of cooperation. What do the
young leaders of the Visegrad Group and neighbouring countries hope for the Viseg-
rad Group on its 30th birthday?

V4, stejné jako kazZdé partnerstvi, musi prekonat obtizné probléemy. Ruzné cile a riizné
zkusenosti mohou vést k rozpadu. Nasim poslanim - jakozZto obcanii a budoucich lidri

— je neustale spolu navzajem s respektem komunikovat. Moje prani Visegradskeé ctyrce je:
komunikujme spolu i nadale, abychom v budoucnu mohli byt partnery, nikoli cizimi lidmi.
V4 as any partnership has its difficult issues to work through. Different goals and various
experiences may bring disunion. Our mission — as citizens and prospective leaders — is to
keep on talking with respect to each other. This is my wish: let’s keep talking so we can stay
partners not strangers for next years.

— Michaela 21, Slovensko/Slovakia

Zemim V4 preji, aby byly otevrené dalsim spolecnym mezinarodnim iniciativam

a projektum. Aby nam dalsSich 30 let prineslo nové moznosti.

I hope the V4 countries will be open to further joint international initiatives and projects.
So that the next 30 years will bring us new opportunities.

— Justyna, 25, Polsko/Poland

Preji, aby tato krasna 700leta tradice spoluprdce byla hnaci silou pokroku v srdci Evropy,
nikoli Zivnou piidou nenavisti a vylouceni.

I wish this beautiful 700-year-old tradition of cooperation to be an engine of progress

in the heart of Europe, not a breeding ground for hatred and exclusion.

— Ben, Madarsko/Hungary

Preji clenskym zemim porozumeéni a rovnost.
Peace and equality for Member States.
— Krzysztof, 25 Polsko/Poland

In Hungary, as the saying goes: “Three is the Hungarian justice and plus one is the encore”.
Accordingly, Iwish that:

-the V4's goals, decisions, and accomplishments can remain loyal to the ideas formulated
at the time of its engendrune;

-the V4 can have such a present, which ensures a secure future for the region;

-the inhabitants of these four countries can develop a common cultural identity, an ever-c-
losing social cohesion fueled by mutual understanding and the encore wish of mine is an ef-
fective, fast, and instructive recovery from this unprecedented COVID crisis of our time”.
In Hungary, as the saying goes: “Three is the Hungarian justice and plus one is the encore”.
Accordingly,

I wish that:

-the V4's goals, decisions, and accomplishments can remain loyal to the ideas formulated
at the time of its engendrune;

- the V4 can have such a present, which ensures a secure future for the region;

- the inhabitants of these four countries can develop a common cultural identity, an ev-
er-closing social cohesion fueled by mutual understanding and the encore wish of mine is an
effective, fast, and instructive recovery from this unprecedented COVID crisis of our time.

— Adam, 24, Madarsko/Hungary
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Prani k 30.
narozeninam
Wishes

on the 30th
Birthday

Visegradskeé ctyrce preji dalsich uispésnych 30 let podpory svobody, solidarity a miru.
Aby hrdé zastupovala nejen spolecné zemépisne tizemi, ale také spolecné hodnoty, histo-
rii a identitu.

I wish Visegrad Group another prosperous 30 years to advocate freedom, solidarity,

and peace in Visegrad countries by proudly carrying and representing not only the
common geopolitical territory within European Union, but also shared values, history,

and identity.
— Mariam, 22, Arménie/Armenia

Chtéla bych poprat novou inspiraci pro aktivity spojujici mladé lidi z riiznych socialnich
skupin. Rozvoj mezikulturnich dovednosti, budovani tolerance a vzajemného respektu
napvric hranicemijsou klicem k lepsi budoucnosti.

I hope there will be new inspiration for activities that will bring together young people from
dif ferent social groups. Developing intercultural competences, building tolerance and
mutual respect across borders is the key to a better future.

— Nathalie, Ukrajina/Ukraine

Krasnym visegradskym zemim preji, aby se po pandemii Covid-19 rychle vratily k normal-
nimu zivotnimu rytmu. Prejivam, abyste nezradili skutecne evropske hodnoty, abyste byli
svobodni, ruznorodi, zachovali si vysokou tiroven demokracie a byli dobrym prikladem pro
zeme, ktereé usiluji o to, aby se staly soucasti evropské rodiny.

First of all, I wish the beautiful countries of Visegrad to return to the normal rhythm

of life as soon as possible after the Covid-19 pandemic. I wish you not to betray true
European values, to be free, to be diverse, to maintain a high degree of democracy,

and to set a clear example for the countries that are aspiring to join the European family.

— Davit, 25, Tbilisi, Gruzie/Georgia

Doufam, ze dosavadni roky existence a spoluprace v ramci Visegradske ctyrky prinesou do-
breé plody, posili vazby mezi nasimi staty na dalsich mnoho let a umozni prekracovat nejen
zemepisné, ale i mentalni hranice, cimz se nase zemée k sobé jeste vice priblizi.

I hope that the past years of existence and cooperation within the Visegrad Group will
bear good fruit, will strengthen the ties between our countries for many years to come

and will allow us to cross not only geographical but also mental borders, thus bringing

our countries even closer to one another.
— Svetlana, 30, Rusko/Polsko/Russia/Poland
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